
A Surreal

Tribute

"Water,saltandolive
oil.That'swhatit
takestosurvive,"says
designerPhilippe
Starck,whocreated
thenewLaAlmazara
oliveoilmuseum
outsideRonda,Spain
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Acortonsheetbull
hornand'ahugeolive

madeofthesame
materialprotrude

fromthemuseum's
smoothwalls

All rights reserved

COUNTRY: United arab emirates 

PAGE(S) : 58

SURFACE : 40 %

1 May 2025



GLOBALOUTLOOK

identity.ae60INNOVATIONINDESIGN

All rights reserved

COUNTRY: United arab emirates 

PAGE(S) : 58

SURFACE : 40 %

1 May 2025



GLOBALOUTLOOK

Leftpage-Thereis
agiantpaintingontheceilingcreatedbyAraStarck,filledwith
symbolsofbullfighting.oliveoil,andotherthingsassociatedwiththecity
ofRonda;Thispage-
TheinfluencesforLaAlmazaraincludePicasso
andSpanishsurrealism
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ntheheartofAndalusia'srollingolive
groves,astrikingredcuberiseslikeasur-realistmonolithfromtheearth.ThisisLa
Almazara,aboldfusionofart,architecture

andagrarianreverence.Itisalsothelatest
creationofFrenchdesignerPhilippeStarck,andanhomagetooneoftheMediterranean'smostsacredgifts:oliveoil.

wheretheextravirginoilproducedunderLA
Organic'ssustainableethosistheliquidthread
thattiestogetherhistory,heritageandhighde-
sign.Here,tenkilosofhand-harvestedolives
areneededtoproduceasinglelitreofoil-each
dropdistilledwithreverenceandprecision.

TheseedofLaAlmazarawasplantedfar
fromAndalusia,Inthestoriedvineyardsof
Rioja.In2010,twoAndalusianentrepreneurs
touredthecelebratedarchitecturalwineries
ofnorthernSpain,wherebuildingsbyFrank
Gehry,NormanFosterandSantiagoCalatrava
hadtransformedwinetourism,Inspired,they
envisionedasimilarconfluenceofdesignand
tradition-thistime,focusedonoliveoil.

Cladinweatheredcortensteel,thebuilding
isassymbolicasitissculptural.Agianthornandanenormousolivepierceitsangularfaçade,
hintingatthemythicrelationshipbetweenna-
tureandculture.Justbelow,asuspendedter-
racejutsoutlikeamouth;partanimal,part
machineandpartmyth.itofferspanoramic
viewsofthegrove.Starckdescribesitas"abig
slapinthefacethatawakens,shakes,revives,
stirsandcelebratestheoliveanditsoil."

By2014,LaAlmazarawasborn,andthe
teaminvitedStarcktobringthevisionto
life.Hisresponsewasimmediate:"Oliveoilis
somethingsacredtome.Whentheymadethe
proposaltome,Isaidyesstraightaway."

ButLaAlmazaraisfarmorethanjustamu-
seum.It'saliving,breathingoliveoilestate,

Inside,LaAlmazaraisasanctuaryofsub-
duedlightandrichstorytelling.Starck,who
gravitatestowarddarkness,hasbathedthe
Interiorinshadowtoheightensensoryimmer-sion.Visitorsmovethroughdimlylitspaces
linedwithfilms,textsandartifactschronicling
theolive'sprofoundroleinSpanishcivilisation
-Spain,afterall,produces45%oftheworld's
oliveoil.Artandhistorycollideinacavernous
centralhall,whereamassiveGoyapainting
oflegendarybullfighterPedroRomerohangs
nearaportraitof9th-centurypolymathAbbasibnFirnas-theAndalusianwhoattempted
flightcenturiesbeforedaVinci.Overhead,a
ceilingmuralbyAraStarck,Philippe'sdaugh-
ter,swirlswithsymbols:bulls,olives,wingsandechoesofRonda'srichculturalsoul.

Thebuildingitselfispolyhedral,cubistand
unmistakablySpanishinitsavant-gardeam-bition.Picasso'sgeometricplayfulnesswhis-
persthroughitsangles,whilethesurrealism
ofDaliseemstohoverintheshadows.

Whiletheartandexhibitsarenowopento
thepublic,theterracerestaurantisstillinges-tation.Whencomplete,itwillserveinventiveta-
pasandsmallplatespairedwithregionalwines
fromRonda.Theterraceitselfformsadramatic
platformsuspendedbyoiltankerchains,fram-ingSierradeGrazalemalikealivingcanvas.The
sitealsofeaturesasmallauditorium,atasting
roomforLAOrganicoils,andaboutiquewhere
guestscantakehomeapieceofthegrove.

O

ForStarck,whonowresidesonaPortu-
guesefarmsurroundedbyolivetreesandoaks,
LaAlmazaraisadeeplypersonalproject.Itembodieshislifelongpursuitofdemocraticde-
sign-ofcreatingbeautyandmeaningacces-sibletoall,notjusttheelite.

"LaAlmazaraisatributetothisrespectforoliveoil,areverencebornfromallthecivilisa-
tionsthathaveprecededos,"hesays.Andinaworldhurtlingtowardthehyper-digital,thisol-
ive-redcubestandsasaquietlyradicalgesture:
areturntoroots,bothliteralandfigurative.
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