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Styr Linings

Romancingthe Proverbial Thronewith GaetanoPesce,Patricia Urquiola, and Philippe Starck

writtenbyBennettDiDonna

Itisthequotidianobjectsthatsurroundus,thedoorhandle,
thekettle,thecouch,thedesk,thatfindourwayintoourdaily
rhythm,andhelptocultivateoursenseofhome.Itiseasytoforget,
buteverythingwetouch,laydownon,restaglasson,hasbeen
shapedwithintention.Madeformany,butmeltingintoourown
lives,senseofcomfort,security,andself.

Insimplyunzippingacouchcushionweareremindedofsilver
linings,ineverysenseoftheterm.Thedualityofdesign,tocreate
somethingthatdelightsusthatwefindbeautyin,butservesa
purposeinitscreation.Designanddesignersattheirbest,help
bringthismessageofhopetous,thatthereisbeautyandpurpose
ineverythingandeveryone.

CelebratingthissparkFLAUNThadtheopportunitytospeak
withthreeluminariesofthedesignworld-ItalianDesignerand
Architect,GaetanoPesce;SpanishArchitect,IndustrialDesigner,
andCassinaArtDirector,PatriciaUrquiola;andFrenchIndustrial
DesignerandArchitect,PhilippeStarck-todiscussmoonlight
inspiration,harmony,andgrowthintheirstoriedcareers.

GaetanoPesce:[] findinspiration]everywhere.Inspirationlast
nightwasat3:50.Iwokeup.Ihadanidea.I rantomytabletowrite
it downbecauseI wasscaredtoloseit.So,thiswaslastnight.
Sometimesit comesintheairplanebecauseI'mtherethinking
aboutmyselfetcandsoI haveideasintheairplane.Sometimes
onthestreetlookingatpeople.SometimeswhereI work.Aweek
agoI hadanideaforaveryinnovativeobject,whichisalamp,but

withakindofformthatistotallyincomprehensible.AndI likethat,
becausethefirststepofthefuture,usually,istobeunrecognizable.

PatriciaUrquiola:I thinkthethingsthatmoveyourcareerarethe
badmoments,aholdup,adelay,themomentwhenyoudon'tget
whatyouwant,whenthereisaprobleminaproject.Thosearethe
thingsthatmakeyougrowthemost.AstheArtDirectorofCassina,
I haveacomplexjobthatinvolvesmanyareas,fromproduction
toresearch,communication,andsoon.EverytimeI describemy
collaborationwithCassina,I'mproudtosaythatI'veworkedwith
peoplewhoneversay"no"andalwaysstriveto,indeed,findthe
silverlininginordertoimproveandmakethingsbetter.

PhilippeStarck:Ratherthanhappiness,I deeplybelievein
harmony.Harmonyissomethingverybroad,butatthesametime
veryprecise.Itcanbearayofsunshine,acertaintemperature,
abeautifulsound,aninnermood,whichgivestheperception
ofharmony.AndIthinkthedeepperceptionofharmonyiswhat
peoplecallhappiness.I dofindharmonyonceworkisfinished
andthatI gotobed[in]mybedVolageEX-SNight.I saytomy
wife,"Let'sgoto work"[beforeI goto sleep]becauseI enter
theworldofdreamswithaformofapprehension.I amgoingto
placesI haveneverseeninmylife.I seeconceptsIhavenever
seenbefore.I breatheairthatdoesn'texist.I seeinventions
thatdon'texist.I comeoutofmynightsexhaustedandfinally,I
seriouslywonderif myreallifeisdayornight.
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